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A soft capsule (i) includes a drug (il) which is unstable to light, (i) is 
based on gelatin (ill). The outer surface of membrane of (i) is stained. A 
soft capsule based on gelatin is stained with a soln. of a dye (IV) in a 
mixed solvent of an alcohol (V) and water. The stained soft capsule is 
dehydrated with anhydrous organic solvent (VI) and dried to prepare (l) . 
(ill) is combined with a plasticiser such as glycerin and sorbitol to form 
a gelatin sheet (VII) . (il) is interposed between two sheets of ( VIl) and 
moulded into a spherical, elliptic or cylindrical capsule. (VIl) may 
contain an opacifying agent such as titanium dioxide and iron oxide or a 
preservative such as p-aminobenzoic acid, which is homogeneously mixed 
into (VIl). (IV) absorbs light with wavelength which can decompose (il), 
for example, 250-460 nm in the case of nifedipine. (V) is mono- or 
poly-hydric alcohol such as methanol, propanol, ethylene glycol and 
glycerin, most pref. ethanol. The outer surface of membrane of (i) to be 
stained has a thickness of at most 100 microns from the outermost surface. 
(VI) is mono- or poly-hydric alcohol, pref. polyethylene glycol. 
In further detail the decompsn. and deterioration of (il) are prevented, 
(i) is handy to carry, (i) is administered orally and the pharmacological 
effect of (il) is rapidly demonstrated. 
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Translation of a part indicated in the International 
Search Report regarding the document (4), i.e. JP 
58-109415 A 

<Page2 , lower right column, lines 7 to 13> 

For example, in the case where the light instable medicine 
is nifedipine, a dye capable of absorbing light having a 
wavelength of from 250 to 460 nm (Food Yellow No. 4 or No. 5) 
is suitable. Besides, proper tar dyes as stipulated in the 
Pharmaceutical Affairs Law can be used depending upon the kind 
of the light instable medicine. 
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